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The Gilder Lehrman Center at Yale University and the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture to Host Public History Institute
NEW HAVEN, Conn.—The Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition at Yale University, in partnership with the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC) will host the Yale Public History Institute on July 22-29, 2012, a program that brings together Yale graduate students, historians, and public history institutions—museums, historic sites, libraries—to explore and develop ways to interpret African American history and culture for the broader public.

During an eight-day seminar at Yale University, staff members of invited institutions, along with selected Yale graduate students and NMAAHC young professionals, will participate in sessions on historical content and interpretive issues led by Yale faculty members and pre-eminent public historians. As part of the seminar's activities, teams of participants will also spend time developing an interpretive project for each invited institution.

In the year following the seminar, under the direction of the Institute organizers, students and NMAAHC young professionals will continue to collaborate with the participating institutions on these interpretive projects.

The Institute was developed in order to foster connections between public history institutions and the academy by providing a platform to explore best practices in interpretation and public access, to create collaborative opportunities, and to provide students with practical experience in the public history field.

Richard Rabinowitz, an Institute organizer and president of American History Workshop, remarked, “We hope this Institute helps not only to bridge the divide between the academy and public history institutions, but also to generate deep exploration of issues relating to the interpretation and analysis of African American history and culture.  Everyone—from public historians to students to academic scholars—brings a valued perspective to the table, and we’re excited to see what progressive ideas and opportunities stem from this initiative.” 
In addition to Rabinowitz, other featured speakers include David W. Blight, Class of ’54 Professor of American History at Yale University and Director of the Gilder Lehrman Center; Lonnie G. Bunch III, Director of the NMAAHC; Christy S. Coleman, President and CEO of the American Civil War Center at Historic Tredegar; Rex M. Ellis, Associate Director for Curatorial Affairs at NMAAHC; Robert Harms, H. J. Heinz Professor of History and African Studies at Yale University; Jonathan Holloway, Professor of African American Studies, History and American Studies at Yale University; Matthew Frye Jacobson, Professor of American Studies and History and Acting Director of the Public Humanities program at Yale University; Lynda B. Kaplan, principal at American History Workshop; Fath Davis Ruffins, Curator, Division of Home and Community Life, at the National Museum of American History; and Jill Sanderson, an independent museum education and interpretation specialist.

Financial contributions from the Gilder Lehrman Center, the NMAAHC, the Yale University Office of the Provost, and the Edward J. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf Memorial Fund through the MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale will provide support for travel, lodging, and meals for Institute participants during the seminar and project year.

The Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and Abolition, a part of the Whitney and Betty MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies at Yale University, was established in November 1998. Its mission is to promote the study of all aspects of slavery and its destruction. The Center seeks to foster an improved understanding of the role of slavery in the founding of the modern world by promoting interaction and exchange between scholars, teachers, and public historians through publications, educational outreach, and other programs and events.  For information on the Centers programs and activities, visit www.yale.edu/glc.

The National Museum of African American History and Culture was established by an Act of Congress in 2003 making it the 19th museum of the Smithsonian Institution. Scheduled for completion in 2015, it will be built on the National Mall in Washington, DC, on a five-acre tract adjacent to the Washington Monument. Currently, during the pre-building phase, the museum is producing publications, hosting public programs, and building collections. It is presenting exhibitions at other museums across the country and at its own gallery at the Smithsonian National Museum of American History. An array of interactive programs and educational resources is available on the museum's web site, at www.nmaahc.si.edu.

For more information about the seminar, visit www.yale.edu/glc/phi.
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